New Vetting and Barring Scheme - Car sharing schemes in schools
Updated Guidance September 2010
On 15th June 2010 the new coalition government announced that the registration phase of the Vetting & Barring Scheme (VBS) was to be put on hold pending a review. All other aspects of the Scheme, which came into effect on 12th October 2009, remain in place.  The following information is taken from the VBS Guidelines and we hope this clarifies the situation regarding car sharing schemes in schools.
The Vetting and Barring Scheme aims to prevent unsuitable people from gaining access to children or vulnerable adults through work or voluntary activity.  This is known as a ‘regulated activity’.  

A ‘regulated activity’ covers anyone working closely with children or vulnerable adults; either paid or unpaid, not part of a family or personal arrangement (1) on a frequent or intensive basis (2).  It can include, but is not limited to a number of activities including:
· Driving a vehicle solely for the purpose of conveying children or vulnerable adults.  This includes taxi drivers used by schools and care homes to transport children or vulnerable adults, and minibus/bus drivers taking children to or from Scout or Guide camp, or taking vulnerable adults on day trips from care homes.  It also includes those employed to teach under-18s how to drive, ambulance drivers and those who drive vulnerable groups on a voluntary basis.  It does not cover transport arrangements made between families and friends on a personal basis.
A school should not promote a formal car sharing scheme (unless all safer recruitment checks are in place) as this would be considered a ‘regulated activity’ and would require all participants to complete Criminal Records Bureau checks.  From October 2009 it has been a criminal offence to knowingly engage a barred person in ‘regulated activity’. However if transportation is shared on a personal basis between parents this would be viewed as a personal arrangement.

1) The scheme does not apply to activities carried out in the course of family relationships or personal relationships.  So, for example, it will not apply to you if you are looking after an elderly relative or a friend’s child, or if you are watching the school play or football team. 

2) Frequently (once a week or more) or intensively (on four days or more in a single 30 day period)

